
         
         

 

 

 

A Call to Action  
Faith for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights Post 2015 Development 

Agenda 
 
As we stand together under the auspices of the United Nations, we, people of faith, representatives of 
diverse faith-based development organizations, theological and other education centers and ecumenical 
bodies, recognize our role as cultural agents of change and providers of social services at the community, 
national, regional and global levels. We acknowledge our responsibility to safeguard the dignity and 
human rights of all people with our actions, our words and through our respective platforms. 
 
We note – and are grateful for - the many achievements since the establishment of the Millennium 
Development Goals. We stand today, facing critical challenges. Too many of our communities still suffer 
the indignities of stigma, discrimination, violence and multiple forms of injustice. When such violations 
happen in the name of religion, culture, or tradition, we are aggrieved and hurt, as well as challenged to 
respond. 
 
Not in our name should any mother die while giving birth. Not in our name should any girl, boy, woman 
or man be abused, violated, or killed. Not in our name should a girl child be deprived of her education, 
be married, be harmed or abused. Not in our name should anyone be denied access to basic health 
care, nor should a child or an adolescent be denied knowledge of and care for her/his body. Not in our 
name should any person be denied their human rights. 
 
We affirm that sexual and reproductive health are part of human rights, and as such, must be guaranteed 
by governments. We note in particular the  importance of preventing gender-based discrimination, 
violence and harmful practices; upholding gender justice; ensuring that every pregnancy is wanted and 
that every birth is safe; providing age-appropriate sexuality education; promoting the health, education 
and participation of youth and adolescents; preventing, treating and caring for people with HIV/AIDS; 
supporting family planning; and respecting the human body. 
 
We hold these matters to be necessary and relevant for a true transformation of our societies, and central 
to the sustainability of any development agenda. 
 
We underline, and call for deliberate attention to the importance of strategic partnerships between the 
United Nations system and faith-based organizations, in collaboration with civil society organizations, to 
facilitate dialogue and implementation around the sustainable development goals, and uphold human 
dignity in all conditions of life.   
 
Therefore, as the United Nations convenes our governments to consider what the next global 
development priorities should be, we, people of faith, call upon the United Nations system and Member 
States, to ensure that sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights be made central to the Post 
2015 sustainable development agenda. 
 
 
United Nations Secretariat 
New York 
September 19, 2014 
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SIGNATORIES 

 

  Last name First name Title, Organisation Country 

1 Adolf Felipe 
President, Latin American 
Council of Churches (CLAI) 

ECUADOR 

2 Al- Souahi  Mongia  
Professor, Zitouna 

University 
TUNISIA 

3 Al-Hamwi Alaauddin  
Professor, & Former Dean, 

Aozai College 
SYRIA 

4 Anwar Zainah   Director, Musawah MALAYSIA 

5 Burley Ulysses  
Member, World Council of 
Churches (WCC) Governing 

Body 
USA 

6 Castillo Cecilia 
Professor,  National 

University of Chile, CLAI 
CHILE 

7 Clague Julie  
Professor, University of 

Glasgow 
UK 

8 Compas Vernie 

Executive Director, Inter-
Faith Partnership for the 
Promotion of Responsible 

Parenthood (IPPRP) 

PHILIPPINES 

9 Deegbe Fred  
Rev. Dr. Former General 

Secretary, Christian Council 
of Ghana 

GHANA 

10 Gumbonzvanda Nyaradzyai 
General Secretary, World 

YWCA 
ZIMBABWE 

11 Gyeney Michelle 
Policy Analyst, Islamic Relief 

Worldwide 
UK 

12 Hadebe  Nontando 
Lecturer, St Augustine 
College, Johannesburg 

South Africa 
SOUTH AFRICA 

13 Herwadkar Asavari 
Coordinator, Asian 

Interfaith Network on 
HIV&AIDS 

 INDIA 

14 Kachingwe Mtisunge 
Board president, World 

YWCA 
MALAWI 
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15 Kamel 
Jabri Ibrahim 

Hassan 
Advisor, The Ministry of 

Endowments and Guidance 
YEMEN 

16 Kyzy  Jamal Frontbek  
Chair, Mutakalim, Public 

Association of Progressive 
Women  

Kyrgyzstan 

17 Lewis Marjorie 
President,  United 

Theological College  
JAMAICA 

18 Murray Julio 

Episcopal Bishop, Episcopal 
Church of Panama; CLAI, 
Latin American Council of 

Churches 

PANAMA 

19 Nash Elizabeth 
UN Representative, World 

YWCA 
USA 

20 Paterson Gillian 

Visiting Fellow, Heythrop 
Institute, Religion and 
Society, University of 

London 

UK 

21 Perell Daniel 
UN Representative, Baha'i 
International Community 

USA 

22 Raucher Michal   
Chair, The Society of Jewish 

Ethics 
USA 

23 
Robleto-
Gonzalez  

Lizzette  Head of Policy, Progressio UK 

24 Scamell David 
Associate Director, Sexual 
Health and Rights, American 
Jewish World Service 

USA 

25 Schonfeld Julie  
Rabbi, Executive Vice 

President, 
The Rabbinical Assembly 

USA 

26 Sorour Bolous  
Priest, Christian Orthodox 

Coptic Church 
EGYPT 

27 Sun Sylvie 
Chair,  Buddhist Global 

Relief 
USA 

28 Tamez Carlos 
Member and project 

coordinator of the project 
UNFPA-CLAI 

COSTA RICA 

29 Tonoyan  Seda 

Secretary, Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia Interfaith 

Network for Population and 
Development & Mother See 
of Holy Etchmiadzin Church 

ARMENIA 
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30 Wahid 
Alissa Q. 

Munawaroh 

Vice Director, Family 
Welfare, Nahdatu Ulama of 

Yogyakarta Chapter 
INDONESIA 

31 Waqainabete Jeremaia  
Superintendent, Wesley 

Division, Methodist Church 
of Fiji 

FIJI 
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